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The AH... THE MooN, STARS,

A GENTLE BREEZE,
OROC%I{_,{ISCOCIETY CHIRPING CRICKETS...
f S LoVE IS TN THE AIR, \WANDA. |
presents A\ TT's APERFECT NIGHT foR... |

[ LessoNs IN TRE NATURAL SELECTION:

MATING HABITS OF CRICKETS| /7 \ygeve ALL HEARD IT" EXPLAINED NST QUITE,

AND NATURAL SELECTION/ AS *SURNIVAL. OFTHE FITTEST” LETS START
THE STRONGEST AND FASTEST WITH A
WIN. TF You'RE Too WEAK SINGLE, MALE

OF. 5LoW, WELL, To0 BAD, RIGHT? CRICKET

OUR GOY TS A BiG HEALTHY |
SPECAMEN— STRONG CoNFIDENT;
AND LooKING ToR LovE/

ADIES!/#

WHAT TEMALE
\WOULDNT WANT
A PIECE OF THIS?
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NOT FAR AWAY A FEMALE
THATS ONE HUNK A

CRICKETLIKES WHAT SHE HEARS...
ﬁ / H r WUNKA BURNIN'CRICKET

5T “THE KIND oF MALE
T WANT To FERTILIZE
MY eeesl

MEANWHILE TN A
NEARBY BURROW

S OHGIRL YoUYAKE MY

AVTEMNAE TREMBLE . o A e N
B T oonce o

MAKE EXTREMELY" HEAR ©

}FYT Of FSPRINGA To THE WHOLE HEADS

S

WILLYA LISTEN To
THIS BLOWHARD?

ACTOALLY, THAT
GIVESME AN IDEA.
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THIS SILENT OR “SNEAKER' MALE CRICKET
MOVES To INTERCEPT THE APPROACHING FEMALE.

\,—/O., ?O

el heh ... YEAH,
MY SoNG-, . .

SHHH...YOU HAD ME WITH THE SoNG. |
Now, LESSTALKING, MORE MATING. B

> pant pant & OH HI/ o YEAH, T'M THE ONE WHO'S
'S:Q&K"e“;ouk SoNG. PARASITE-FREE AND ALL THAT
-
", o —

»\\\\N\Wﬂfﬂ%@

f THE SNEAKER
MALE'S GAMBIT

2 N
Mg " \§*\

N\
TR
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AND OUR ORIGINAL, STRONG; LouD
CALUNG MALE IS oJUT of LK.

LASTCHANCE RRYOU 5
¥ gpeelAL LADIES TO...oh...
VEET AREALLYGREATGUY.?

AW, FORGET IT.

S0, TN THIS CASE, THE
SNEAKER MALE GETS TO
MATE, AND THE SINGING

ATTRACTIVE MALE GETS
EATEN BY A BAT

MAYBE OUR SNEAKER MALE'S KIDS WiLL
TNHERIT THE “SNEAKY"GENES, AND IN

TURN USE SNEAKY BEHAVIOR LIKE THEIR FATHER,

WHY VASTE OuR ENERGY SINGING
WHEN SoMESNE ELSE ylILL Do
1T foR USP
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INFACT, HiS SoNG BAS ATTRACTED
SOME UNWANTED ATTENTION.

I™M ALMOST THERE...
KEEP CHIRPING, You
Ble, JUICY Bozo!/

SEE, “SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST” ISN'T
NECESSARILY ABoUT BEING THE TOUGHEST,
FASTEST, OR MoST ATTRACTIVE. TT'S
REALLY ABOUT SURVIVING TO PASS THE
GENES THAT ENCODE TRAITS AND
BEHAVIORS oN To OFFSPRING

OF CeuRSE, TOVGHNESS CAN HELP To
TINCREASE AN ORGANISM's CHANCE ofF
LIVING (oNGg ENoUGH To REPRODUCE...

BT REPRODUCTION AND THE PASSING ON of
GENES ARE MoST IMPRTANT TN TERMS of

EVoLUTIoN. AND THERE ARE MANY WAYS THAT
AN INDWIDUAL CAN GET THEIR GENES INTo
THE NEXT GENERATION.
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CALUING TS STILL AGooD STRATESY ©0R  AND T THEY AL USED THE SILENT, SEAKER
MALE CRICK © | cE

of MATING. FEMALES ARE ATTRACTED To STRATEGY, “THEN NO F::ALTﬁ:EonLD BE
CALLING MALES, AND THERE WoN'T ALuAYs ATTRACTED AT ALL, AND MALES

BE SNEAKERS OR PREDATORS AROUND To  WOULD HAVE SOME (N6 (oNELY NIGHTS,
DERAIL THE CALLERS.

Qe

<'MON, SoMEONE
START CALLNG. A \3iY DONT You?

4
SO. WE END Uwrﬁ
VARIETY OoF S sful.
MATING STRATEGIES. THATS THIS CHIRPING IS
< No ONE,
WORKS. THERE T : gt snrd

TRUE, ULTIMATE SVRVIVAL
STRATEGY. A SUCCESSFUL
STRATEGY TS WHATEVER
GETS THE Job PoNE.

SHE GO?

CRICKETS
CHIRP MORE
OFTEN TF IT'S
HOTTER. TN FAXT
TTS PosSSIBLE To
ESTIMATE -THE
TE MPERATURE BASED ON
THE FREQUENCY of cRIckeT
CHIRPS,

. P Hou ‘Bout
v'“"" THis HEAT?
¢ AN

CRICKETS DON'T
ACTUALLY SING
WITH VOoICES,
LIKE BIRDS ©OR
PEOPLE. THE MALE
CRICKET's SoNG
TS MADE BY
SCRAPING ONE \WING
ACROSS ANOTHER,
SoRT of LIKE A
JIOUN Bow sRAPING
AcRoSS A STRING.

Discussion questions
1. When it comes to crickets, what does fitness mean?
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2. Is calling good or bad for a cricket's fitness?
3. Give some examples of selection at work in this cricket story.

4. How does selection favor calling? How does selection favor not calling?

For more information:

e Read about the concept of fitness in Evolution 101.

e Read about the process of sexual selection in Evolution 101.

View this article online at:
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