Student Led Conference Reflective Letter to Parents
Overview: An important piece of your student led conference this year is a reflective letter.  The letter is an opportunity to think about your progress across your classes  - for yourself and your family- how your skills and awareness of your academic progress have grown over this trimester.  
What should you include in the letter: Here are a list of questions you can include in your reflective letter.  The letter is your personal reflection to be read with your families and shared with your homeroom teacher, it is your personal choice what to share and how to share it.  These are simply suggestions.  
1. Discuss individual assignments/projects/activities and your performance/progress in all of your classes. 

2. Discuss some of the goals you had for yourself at the beginning of the school year, have you met these goals? Why or why not?

3. What goals do you have for yourself moving forward? What strategies will you put in place to meet these goals?

4. Explain how you feel about school? When was a time you felt successful, why? When did you feel challenged, why? 

5. Explain what has helped you become a better student this year.  Speak to specific assignments or outcomes in each of your classes.  
Tips: Organize your letter so it’s interesting and easy to follow.  Begin with a hook.  Use a thesis to organize your ideas.  Support your thesis with examples, anecdotes and explanations.  Don’t forget a conclusion.  This letter is a chance to show off your organization skills! Be specific and use detailed examples.  Edit, edit, edit. Read it aloud!  One page for your letter is appropriate, 2 is the maximum.  

Sample Letter format

Dear ____________________(who is coming to the conference with you),

The first paragraph should thank the family member/friend for coming with you to the conference and explaining that you are going to read this letter to summarize your performance this trimester, before meeting with your teachers. 

In the next paragraph discuss your general strengths and weaknesses as a student.  What are you good at and what is difficult for you? You can talk about specific assignments and progress in each of your classes.  

Next discuss what you learned this trimester.  What were your goals? How did you improve? What steps did you take? What weaknesses did you overcome?

Finally, discuss your goals for the future.  What do you plan to work on as you move forward? What weaknesses do you still need to work on? How will you overcome that weakness? How can your teachers/peers and family support your progress moving forward into next semester?
Sincerely,

Your Name

