	Parent: Healthy Child

You are a single parent raising a healthy baby boy.  You work several jobs just to make ends meet, but it is all worth it when you pick your child up from its long day at day care.  How incredibly fortunate are you that he is progressing just as he should.  


	Parent: Healthy Child

You have been blessed with a baby girl.  Your baby girl is the light of your life and meeting all of her life milestones at a rapid pace.  She has started to walk and talk much faster then any of the other children you know and for this, you are very proud.  
	Parent:

Child with Disability

You have two twin boys.  As they are now in their pre-teens you start to notice distinct differences and Darryl just doesn’t seem to do the same things that Manny does.  Darryl struggles with his homework, especially reading and writing and to think of it, his speech isn’t as developed either.  What should you do?

	Parent:

Child with Disability

You never thought you would have a child but luck brought you a beautiful girl! However, from day one, her health has been a struggle.  She has had lung infection after lung infection and works hard just to breathe.  You are running out of funds to get her the help she needs and even the doctors seem to be loosing hope.
	Parent:

Child with Disability

You are a foster child yourself and so decided to adopt a child when you were ready.  You recently adopted Alfonso, who is a teen with Autism.  He is an incredibly special kid who you adore, but life is always going to be a little bit harder for him.  You wish you could make things easier and give him the independence he so craves.  

	Geneticist

You are one of the geneticists who sequenced the first human genome but now people wonder what’s next.  You have a lot of pressure from your department to start genetic testing and manipulation in people but don’t feel that you quite understand the whole picture.  There are over 3.2 billion bases over all.  Should you give into your superiors and green-light the procedures?
	Geneticist

You are a geneticist who has been experimenting with splicing animal genes into vegetables to make them more pest resistant.  You have seen amazing success experimenting with tomatoes and scorpion DNA.  You have been really interested to see if the same gene manipulations could create a ‘better’ human.  You might even try it on yourself. Who doesn’t love spider man?

	Lawyer

You have been a lawyer for a long time defending the innocent.  You have strong morals and try to never take on a client who is guilty.  You can’t stand what is happening in society today, people taking advantage of others, stealing and lying.  Wouldn’t it be better to just remove the gene for criminality? You wouldn’t have a job, but the world would be a better place right?
	Doctor

You have been in the medical field a long time and are getting ready to retire.  You are an exceptional doctor and care very much for your patients but do not like the places medicine is going.  You are getting increased pressure to work with gene therapies to cure several genetic diseases but aren’t sure that messing with one’s DNA is what is right? Can you teach an old dog new tricks?
	Doctor

You are fresh out of medical school and have learned all of the latest and greatest cutting edge technology.  You can’t wait to work with real patients and make a difference.  You believe in doing what’s right for the patient, even if that means messing with nature.  How great would a world be with no illness and pain?  You could be the one to make it happen! 

	Police Officer

You work the streets in some of the most difficult neighborhoods in Los Angeles.  You see the worst in humanity every day.  You are tired of all of the crime, and murder and fighting. You don’t feel like you are making a difference at all.  In fact, things seem to be getting worse.  Maybe this just isn’t the job for you.  Unless something gets better you are going to go back to school, enough is enough.  
	Police Officer

You love the hustle and bustle in the city. You protect the innocent civilians in an increasingly harsh world.  Ya, you have seen terrible things, but you believe that humanity is generally good and diversity of life is what makes things interesting.  You can say a lot of things about the job, but boring isn’t one of them.  You wouldn’t want to deal with repeating the same day, same calls, same life every day anyway.  
	Teacher

You love what you do and believe you do it well.  But every year there are a few students you worry about.  Some have a hard life at home, strict parents, mean parents, not enough food, not enough attention.  You think about how that will affect their lives later on.  You do what you can in the classroom, but know that once they leave for the day they are out of your care.  Genetic testing sounds like a lot of hocus pocus, but maybe it can give us all an even playing field? Everyone getting the same start in life.  


	Person Living with disability
You grew up on a farm.  You loved all of the open space, the green grass, fresh produce and the animals.  When you were 11 you got your foot stuck in a tractor wheel and because of the damage, it had to be amputated.  It has affected your life ever since.  No one looks at you the same way and you no longer have your freedom. You look at people with two legs and are so angry and jealous.  Now you hate the farm, the isolation, the work you have to hire out now.  You wish that somehow you could be whole again.  
	Person Living with Disability
You were born different, 12 fingers different. Everyone has looked at you strangely your whole life.  However, out of all of this adversity came success.  You spent all of you’re alone time working away at the piano.  And you know what? Those 12 fingers can really play! You are so fantastic in fact, with your extra two fingers, that there have been whole pieces composed just for you.  Now people come from all over just to hear your unique sound.  You’re famous!



	Policy Maker

It’s your decision what happens with genetic testing.  You have to lobby for the bill to either pass or fail.  It’s not about what you want, but what’s in the best interest of the people…Right? 

 Recently there was money offered to you from those that want genetic testing passed and your family sure could use it.  The job doesn’t pay enough.  Will passing this bill really affect how we live?  Can you compromise your morals for a little bit of dough?
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	Criminal

You are a shady individual getting up to all kinds of trouble.  Not because you had bad things happen in your life, or you were judged too harshly, or in the wrong place at the wrong time, but because you like the adventure, the thrill of the chase.  And, you’re good at it! Except that one time you got caught.  If all this genetic testing stuff happens it’s going to make more criminals on the streets, a whole group of second-class citizens who couldn’t afford the medical procedure, and frankly you don’t want the competition.  
	Criminal

You have had a hard life.  Your family threw you out on the street when you were young because of all of your ‘problems’ and now you’re stuck.  You steal just to make ends meet, feed and clothe yourself.  You never take more than you need and you keep track of everything you take in a little notebook planning to pay it back one day.  Maybe if there was this genetic testing when you were younger, you wouldn’t have been a problem and kicked out in the first place.  One can only dream.  
	Criminal

You are currently in prison serving a life sentence for a crime you may or may not have committed.  Regardless, being in prison has reformed you; you are a new person.  With the new genetic testing they can make it official.  Go into your DNA remove the criminal gene and call you officially rehabilitated.  Back into the real world.  I know they only work on developing embryos now, but someday they will be manipulating adult DNA.  You hope you will be alive to see it.  

	Farmer
You have a small independent farm that has been in your family for generations.  You used to make a living selling grains and produce, but now you just can’t compete.  Larger farm conglomerates have been pouring money into genetically modifying produce and their yields have sky rocketed.  How can you compete with 10lb cabbages sold at 10 cents a pound! Something has got to change!  
	Farmer
You are an urban famer making a living from bringing school children to your small plot of land and teaching them all about the bounty land has to offer.    One of the highlights is the bee hive on the property.  Student’s love eating the honey and so do you.  However, your bees have started disappearing.  Not only are pesticides a problem but with large genetically modified mono crops, there aren’t enough diverse flowers for the bees to pollinate.  There is only so much you can do through educating the public.  Policy needs to change.  
	Farmer

You work for Monsanto, a huge company that develops most of the seed, as well as, the pesticides.  Any farmer in this country has heard of you and whether they like it or not, needs to buy from you.  It has gotten even better in the recent years with the development of GMO’s.  Now the seeds you produce die after one season so farmers need to re order! The plants are pest resistant and the pesticides are stronger.  The profit margins are growing with no end in sight.    


	Biologist

You work for the San Diego Zoo focusing on the rehabilitation of endangered species.  In particular, you work in freezing the sperm and eggs of animals on the brink of extinction.  It’s not the most glamorous job, but right now the white rhino needs your help.  With genetic modification, we can implant white rhino DNA into a great northern rhino and re populate the species.  Your children may get to see these majestic creatures after all!  
	Biologist

Global warming is an ever-increasing problem on the forefront of everyone’s mind.  Sea level rise, ocean acidicification, a hole in the ozone layer.  What can we do? It is up to you to find an answer.  Genetically modified trees could work.  Growing three times as fast, absorbing carbon dioxide and pumping out oxygen even faster.  You could be the one to solve this monumental problem.  Maybe a Nobel Prize is in your future!. 




